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COULD YOU 
Stow DOowN, 

PLEASE? 

GATHER CLOSE AND I'LL 
TELL YOU A STORY. 

IT'S A TRUE STORY IN WHICH 
I PLAYED A PART--THOUGH 
NOT THE BIGGEST OR MOST 

VITAL, I CONFESS. 



BUT 
Y EVERYTHING'S 
DEAD |\N 
TOYLAND. 
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CHICKEN 
AND GRAVY? 
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ye ON A DISTANT SHORE WN NOT UNTIL THE LITTLE & a 

We, 
y. 

THERE WAS A MAGIC . GIRL'S BROTHER RESTORED 
CAULDRON, WHICH AN IT, ATA TERRIBLE COST. 
HADN'T BEEN N 
MAGICAL FOR 
MANY LIFETIMES. 
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REX WAS ONE OF THOSE WHO'D 
GIVEN UP AGES AGO. H 
ON TI ; Fi 

FADED OUT OF HIM. / 
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PUT SOME 
SPARK RIGHT 
BACK ve Me, 

D. HE D 

BUT NOT MY 
BROTHER, RIGHT? 

NOT DARE? THAT'S NOT THE 
FISHING GUY YOU SAID, 

RIGHT? DARE HATES 
FISH! 

SHE'S 
STARTING 

TO RESTORE THE Ja) 
DISCARDIA! 

AND SO IT GOES. 

THE STORY VARIES A BIT, FROM ONE 
TELLING TO THE NEXT, BUT THERE'S 
ALWAYS A LAME KING, A BLIND DOG 
FOLLOWING, THE CUP AND SWORD, AND 
EVENTUALLY THE MAGIC CAULDRON. 



THE OLDEST MAGIC 
ONLY WORKED 
WITH A LOT OF 
SPILLED BLOOD. 

HAD THEY BEEN RAISED DIFFERENT, 
THEY COULD HAVE BECOME THE GODS 
AND MONSTERS OF A LONG AND DARK AGE. 

(T WILL 
CONTINUE IN 
HER TIME. 

IT TURNED OUT THE 
BOY'S BLOOD WAS 
TRULY POTENT STUFF. 

ALL THE SONS AND DAUGHTERS 
OF SNOW WHITE AND HER WOLF 
WERE POWERFUL. TWO MAGIC 
BLOODLINES MIXED TO BECOME 

IS THE QUEEN 
GOING TO RE- 

STORE US2 

SHE GOT 
A GOOD START ON 
REX, AND THEN JUST 

STOPPED. 

SHE 
CAME TO THE 

BH WONDROUS SHORE 
\ AND NEVER 

DIED. 

WE ONLY 
NEED TO BE 

PATIENT FOR A 
LITTLE WHILE 

LONGER. 



FUNNY THING 7A NO ABOUT DEATH i THANKS AND KINSHIP. \ FRESH AN) : IT'S FINE AS 
IT IS. HOT. 

ITS A > CHICKEN) | New DISH | / D7 AND DUMPLINGS sears! ae As \ TODAY, INA LOVELY 
MAJESTY. , > OFA" 

7 Would 
W/ YOU LIKE US 

\ THe PEAS |} / 
D\, FoR You? 

—aoooe 

SUG 
DONT WW, 

MIGHT eTILLY | Have 70 eat V OF Him INTO His 
cog MUCH OF HIM, | GRAVE, SO THAT'S 

- THOUGH. SOMETHING, AT 
| 3 LEAST. P= 

FINALLY, AFTER A LONG 
TIME INDEED, THE GIRL OKAY, THAT'S 
ROUSED HERSELF. ENOUGH PINING 

OVER THE DEAD 
FOR NOW. 

WE'VE A 
KINGDOM To 

REBUILD. 

TIME TO PUT 
MY BROTHER'S 
SACRIFICE TO 



PLEASE GO AND 
FIND MR. STEAMPUDDLE. 

LARGE AGAIN AND READY 
HIMSELF FOR AN OCEAN 

VOYAGE. - 

GET READY 
FOR ALOT OF THEM, 

IN FACT. 

HE'S 
ABOUT TO BE 
AVERY BUSY 

BOAT. 

we 

YOUR 
MAJESTY. THE GREAT PRETEND 
ISNT A BOTTOMLESS WELL OF 
» Power. We HAVE TO HUSBAND. 

IT CAREFULLY. 

THAT WAS 5 

STEAMPUDDLE COULD 
ONLY TRAVEL TO AND FROM 

THE WONDROUS SHORE WHEN) 
WE VEEDED A NEW KING 

OR QUEEN. 

17 WE'RE BOUND 
BY UNBREAKABLE 
RULES AND TRADI- 

~ TIONS. 

E 
QUEEN OF TOYLAND. 

THE LAND AND THE QUEEN 
ARE ONE. I COMMAND THE 

MANY POWERS OF THE 
GREAT PRETEND. 



s . 4 TOO MUCH OF 
I DID FROM . A SPOILED BRAT 

THE VERY BEGINNING-- , TO REALIZE IT, I 
FROM MY FIRST STEP ONTO SUPPOSE. 
THESE SHORES--BUT DIDN'T 

KNOW IT UNTIL 
RECENTLY. 

NOW HERE'S 
THE GOOD NEWS 
AND as BAD 
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IT'S TIME FOR YOUR RESTORATION 
TO BEGIN, BUT I'M NOT JUST GOING 
TO WAVE MY HAND AND MAKE You 

WHOLE AGAIN. 

“IN ANY CASE, 
YOU'RE ABOUT TO SEE 

|) \ HOW WELL THOSE POWERS } 
DANCE ON THE END OF 

MY STRINGS. 



AND THEN 
I BECAME A 
KILLER, JUST 

LIKE YOU. 

_ FROM NOW ON. _. 

7 WE HAVE W/ ONE HUNDRED 
"10 EARN OUR. 

HUNDRED |S THAT SEEMS | 
THE PRICE. FAIR. 

| AND WITH ME YOu ‘vq 
Oneal GOT THE QUEEN YOU 

A DESERVED. - 

LIVES FOR EACH \ 
| WAY BACK. ONE ONE THAT WE TOOK. ] 

I WAS 
VAIN AND SPOILED 
AND BASICALLY 

WICKED. 

THAT'S HOW \ 
/ WE GET WHOLE 

| AGAIN AND THAT'S 
| OUR WORK, FROM 

\ NOW UNTIL AS / 
LONG AS IT 

TAKES. 
OF THE GREAT 
RESTORATION, 

AT LONG 



SHE SENT THEM OUT, T HAVE TOS ‘ IT’S BEEN SO 
ACROSS THE WAVES, conress, me. & Lone since we've 
LIKE KNIGHTS ON WELL STUFFED, = SET PAW ON FIRST 
THEIR QUESTS. T'M SCARED. 4 

AND THAT'S HOW TIMMY : I THINK YOU'RE 
BROOKS DIDN'T DROWN SUPPOSED TO SAW) 
IN HIS POOL THAT DAY, ay ee me 

GOOD AIR” WHEN 
YOU DO THAT, OR / 

IT Doesn't | & 
WORK. 

WE'LL COUNT 
THIS ONE AS YOUR 
SAVE AND I'LL TAKE 

THE NEXT ONE. 



THAT'S HOW BABY | ——-_~/ POP 
MARJORY TURPIN | (SQUEEZE ° TH 
DIDN'T CHOKE ON | \HER AGAIN! p 
THE BUILDING | — 

BLOCK. 



TOYLAND BECAME A BETTER 
PLACE OVER THOSE MANY YEARS. 
BLUE DAY AND VELVET NIGHT 
RETURNED TO REPLACE THE 
ENDLESS MISERY OF GRAY MIST. 

THE LAND AND ITS 
QUEEN WERE ONE. 
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IM THE TRAIN THEY 
CALL THE CHOO CHO 

OF CHATTANOOGA... 
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EPILOGUE 

IN TIME, WHEN MOST OF HER 
SUBJECTS HAD BEEN RESTORED, 
AND THOUSANDS OF CHILDREN 
HAD BEEN SAVED, THERESE 
RETURNED TO THE MUNDY WORLD. 
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I DON'T 
KNOW IF You 

RECOGNIZE ME. 
THE YEARS PASSED 

DIFFERENTLY 
WHERE T.., 

; T've come lh 
j ELL YOU WHAT We 
HAPPENED TO DARE-- 
HOW HE SAVED 

ae 

NEXT: R NEW STORY! 
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Chapter Eight: FLIGHT | fee | 
WITHOUT WINGS 

Bill Willingham 
writer/creator 

Shawn McManus 
artist 

Todd Klein letters 

Gregory Lockard 
assistant editor 

Shelly Bond editor 

VWIS/E, 
©" { ANY OF THE ENEMY'S 
~\ AIR PATROLS THAT 
i MAY aren 

ETO 

/ NO CHOICE. 
OUR EMPEROR 

COMMANDS Y WANTS US 
TO SHOW THE 

\ coLors. 
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THERE ARE WAYS 
TO DO A REVOLUTION THAT 
DON'T REQUIRE A HIGH 

BODY COUNT. <| 

ly ‘@ REALLY? 
16 VERY WELL- a LOOKS SORT 

! READ. \ g OF BLUISH S 
& \ 4 TO ME. 

a4 

ANOTHER ‘ox 
VICTORY FOR Ya 
BUFKIN THE P 
LIBERATOR! 

he 
les! 
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“FABLES is an excellent series in the tradition of 
SANDMAN, one that rewards careful attention 
and loyalty.” - ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY (egy? x nace oo 

ina contemporary setting.” 

& The Magazine of Fantasy and Science Fiction 

~ “We hope this series lasts happily ever after.” 4 
\ = WIZARD 

“[A] wonderfully twisted concept... 
features fairy tale characters banished to the 

noirish world of present-day New York.” 
-THE WASHINGTON POST 
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